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Q’rogramme

Rossini
William Tell Overture

The William Tell Overture is the instrumental introduction to the opera Guillaume
Tell (in English, William Tell). William Tell premiered in 1829 and was the last of
Rossini's 39 operas, after which he went into semi-retirement, although he contin-
ued to compose cantatas, sacred music and secular vocal music. The overture is
in four parts, each following the next without pause, paints a musical picture of life
in the Swiss Alps, the setting of the opera.

Prelude, Dawn

Storm

Ranz des Vaches

Finale

There has been repeated use (and sometimes parody) of parts of this overture in
both classical music and popular media, most famously as the theme music for the
Lone Ranger radio and television shows. Franz Liszt prepared a piano transcrip-
tion of the overture in 1838 (5.552) which became a staple of his concert reper-
toire. There are also transcriptions by other composers, including versions by Louis
Gottschalk for two and four pianos and a duet for piano and violin.

Brahms

Violin Concerto in D major Op. 77
Soloist: John Gould

Guest Conductor: Carolina Casaril

Composed by Johannes Brahms in 1878 and dedicated to his friend, the

violinist Joseph Joachim, it is Brahms's only violin concerto, and, according

to Joachim, one of the four great German violin concerti.

The concerto follows the standard concerto form, with three movements in the pattern
quick-slow-quick:

1.Allegro non troppo (D major)

2.Adagio (F major)

3.Allegro giocoso, ma non troppo vivace - Poco piu presto (D major)

Originally, the work was planned in four movements like the second piano concerto.
The middle movements, one of which was intended to be a scherzo — a mark that
Brahms intended a symphonic concerto rather than a virtuoso showpiece — were
discarded and replaced with what Brahms called a "feeble Adagio." Some of the dis-
carded material was reworked for the second piano concerto.

The technical demands on the soloist are formidable, with generous use of mul-
tiple stopping, broken chords, rapid scale passages, and rhythmic variation.
Brahms chose the violin-friendly key of D major for his concerto. Since the
violin is tuned G'D'A'E, the open strings, resonating sympathetically, add bril-
liance to the sound.

Interval

Elgar
Enigma Variations Op. 36

Variations on an Original Theme for orchestra ("Enigma"), Op. 36, com-
monly referred to as the Enigma Variations, is a set of a theme and its
fourteen variations written for orchestra by Edward Elgar in 1898-1899. It
is Elgar's best-known large-scale composition, for both the music itself and
the enigmas behind it. Elgar dedicated the piece to "my friends pictured
within", each variation being an affectionate portrayal of one of his circle of
close acquaintances.

Theme (Andante)

» Variation | (L'istesso tempo) "C A E."

* Variation Il (Allegro) "H.D.S.-P."

* Variation Il (Allegretto) "R.B.T."

* Variation IV (Allegro di molto) "W.M.B."

» Variation V (Moderato) "R.P.A."

* Variation VI (Andantino) "Ysobel"

* Variation VIl (Presto) "Troyte"

* Variation VIII (Allegretto) "W.N."

* Variation IX (Adagio) "Nimrod"

» Variation X (Intermezzo: Allegretto) "Dorabella”
* Variation Xl (Allegro di molto) "G.R.S."

» Variation XIl (Andante) "B.G.N."

» Variation Xlll (Romanza: Moderato) "* * **

» Variation X1V (Finale: Allegro Presto) "E.D.U."
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